
Conclusion

California needs a sustainable and 
reliable water supply in 2030.  
Californians can secure this water 
supply for the future by making the 
right choices and the necessary 
investments.  To ensure that water 
use is sustainable, California 
groundwater and surface water 
management must be based on 
three foundational actions: use 
water efficiently and protect water 
quality to get maximum utility from 
existing supplies; and manage 
water in ways that protect and 
restore the environment.

To ensure a reliable water supply, 
water management must pursue 
two initiatives: first, promote and 
practice integrated regional water 
management; and second, main-
tain and improve statewide water 
management systems.

California faces big water man-
agement challenges in the future, 
especially during critically dry 
years.  Fortunately, there are tools 
available to cope with these chal-
lenges.  The California Water Plan  
Update 2005 identifies a host of 
strategies that will help ensure suc-
cessful management of groundwa-
ter and surface water and related 
natural resources.  Californians 
need only to marshal the coopera-
tion and dedication to implement 
these strategies.  

In future Water Plan updates we 
will refine our ability to measure 
water use and project the effects 
of our management strategies.  
For now, California Water Plan 
Update 2005 provides a guide to 
invest in the right choices so our 
state has the water needed for our 
people, our growing economy, 
and the environment in the years 
to come.  Working together, we 
can secure our water future for the 
next generation of Californians.



1. California needs to invest in reliable, high quality, 
sustainable, and affordable water conservation, effi-
cient  water management, and development of water 
supplies to protect public health, and to maintain and 
improve  California’s economy, environment, and 
standard of living.

2. State government must provide incentives and 
assist regional and local agencies and governments 
and private utilities to prepare integrated resource 
and drought contingency plans on a watershed 
basis; to diversify their regional resource manage-
ment strategies; and to empower them to implement 
their plans.

3. State government must lead an effort with local 
agencies and governments to inventory, evaluate, 
and propose management strategies to remediate the 
causes and effects of contaminants on surface and  
groundwater quality.

4. California needs to rehabilitate and maintain its 
aging water infrastructure, especially drinking water 
and sewage treatment facilities, operated by State, 
federal, and local entities.

5. State government must continue to provide leader-
ship for the CALFED Bay-Delta Program to ensure 
continued and balanced progress on greater water 
supply reliability, water quality, ecosystem restora-
tion, and levee system integrity.

6. State government needs to take the lead in water 
planning and management activities that: (a) regions 
cannot accomplish on their own, (b) the State can do 
more efficiently, (c) involve inter-regional, inter-state, 
or international issues, or (d) have broad public 
benefits.

7. California needs to define and articulate the 
respective roles, authorities, and responsibilities of 
State, federal, and local agencies and governments 
responsible for water.

8. California needs to develop broad and realistic 
funding strategies that define the role of public invest-
ments for water and other water-related resource 
needs over the next quarter century.

9. State government should invest in research and 
development to help local agencies and governments  
implement promising water technologies more cost 
effectively.

10. State government should help predict and pre-
pare for the effects of global climate change on our 
water resources and water management systems.

11. DWR and other State agencies should improve 
data, analytical tools, and information management 
needed to prepare, evaluate, and implement regional 
integrated resource plans and programs in coopera-
tion with other federal, tribal, local, and research 
entities.

12. DWR and other State agencies should explicitly 
consider public trust values in the planning and allo-
cation of water resources and protect public trust uses 
whenever feasible.

13. DWR and other State agencies should invite, 
encourage, and assist tribal government representa-
tives to participate in statewide, regional, and local 
water planning processes and to access State funding 
for water projects.

14. DWR and other State agencies should encourage 
and assist representatives from disadvantaged com-
munities and vulnerable populations, and the local 
agencies and private utilities serving them, to partici-
pate in statewide, regional, and local water planning 
processes and to get equal access to State funding for  
water projects.

Recommendations
California Water Plan Update 2005 provides recommendations for the next 25 years. These 
recommendations are directed at decision-makers throughout the state (referred to as California), the 
executive and legislative branches of State government, and DWR and other State agencies.

A Framework for Action


